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chariots, and Darius ordered a flank-charge to check them,
4 but the archers shot down the horses and drivers, and the
hypaspists, opening their order, let the chariots rattle harm-
lessly by \26 A gap was caused thus, in the Persian left wing,
into which Alexander plunged at the head of his cavalry and
split the line in two. Meanwhile the phalanx marched remorse-
lessly against the centre. Again Darius himself began to lose
his nerve, and what had happened at Issus was repeated at
Gaugamela. He turned his chariot, and his Persians flying
with him swept along with them the troops posted in the rear.
Alexander abandoned the pursuit at a cry for help from
Parrnenio, who was having a bad time on the left, but returning
to his assistance met a complete army-corps of Persians and
elephants making a dignified withdrawal. A tremendous fight
ensued in which he was eventually victorious at the cost of
losing sixty of the * companions', and when he reached Par-
menio. he found that he had fortunately succeeded in extri-
cating himself from the enveloping right wing of the Persians
and in driving them back. The battle was won, and the fate
of Asia decided.

Alexander again resumed the pursuit of Darius, but in vain.
It seems that the speed which Herodotus attributed to Persian
messengers was only rivalled by that of Persian kings in
flight, for, by the time he reached Arbela next morning, the
royal party had taken the ' gorge' road to Rowanduz and the
mountains. In Erbil, which still stands today, ageless and
indestructible, reared up a hundred feet above the plain on
the ruins of forgotten buildings, for motorists to point out to
one another as the * oldest continuously inhabited city in the
world', Alexander deposited his spoils, and 'menaced with
contagion caused by effluvia from the dead bodies lying in all
the plains \ moved down towards Babylon.

When Alexander reached Babylon, the satrap Mazaeus, who
had fought bravely at Gaugamela, handed over the city with-
out further resistance in the presence of ' a great proportion
of the inhabitants who stood upon the walls eager to get a
glimpse of their new sovereign'. His policy here was just what
it had been in Egypt. Mazaeus was reinstated as governor,
but he himself appeared as champion of the religious Baby-
lonians against their barbarian oppressors. He even piously